Padma Shri

PROF. (DR.) REZWANA CHOUDHURY BANNYA

Prof. (Dr.) Rezwana Choudhury Bannya is a well trained professional singer and an ascetic
practitioner of Rabindra Sangeet.

2. Born on 13" January 1957 in Rangpur, Bangladesh, Prof (Dr.) Bannya after completing her
Higher Secondary won a scholarship to go to Santiniketan to study music, an event that changed the
entire course of her life. In 1981, Prof. (Dr.) Bannya completed her master's degree in fine arts from
Santiniketan and returned to Dhaka.

3. In 1985, Prof. (Dr.) Bannya recorded her first audio cassette. Her first performance outside the
subcontinent was in 1986 when she joined the Bangladesh troupe to take part in Tagore's 125th
Anniversary celebrations in London. During this trip, she also performed at UNESCO and Musee Gulmet
in Paris. Inspired and encouraged by Kanika Bandopadhyay. She opened her music school Shurer
Dhara, a school for teaching Rabindra-Sangeet in Dhaka in 1992. Shurer Dhara has now two
international branches in USA and India that are regularly holding online and offline classes with
thousands of students. She is working on establishing Shurer Dhara University. Prof. (Dr.) Bannya was
the Chairman of the Theatre and Music Department of Dhaka University and was also the founder
Chairman of the Dance Department of the same university.

4. Prof. (Dr.) Bannya was chosen to sing in MOHOR, a film on the life and work of Kanika
Bandopadhyay, made by the renowned cineaste, Gautam Ghosh. Hajar Konthe Borshoboron, thousand
singers from across Bangladesh celebrating the Bengali New Year on the stage together has now become an
annual event in Bengali cultural calendar for the past 12 years lead by Prof. (Dr.) Bannya and Shurer Dhara.

S. Prof. (Dr.) Bannya started her musical career simultaneously both in Kolkata and Dhaka. She had
more than 100 albums to her credit from the most reputed music houses like HMV, Prime Music, Biswas
Records Shristi, Alap, and she bagged the honour of being the "Best selling" artiste of HMV house from 1999
to 2005. Her musical evening show "Anek Diner Amar Je Gaan“ telecast on ETV Bangla channel got huge
popularity during 2004 - 2005 with a record of winning the highest TRP for more than 150 episodes
throughout a year. She was the only Bangladeshi singer, who was invited to perform the 150" Birth
Anniversary program of Tagore, in New Delhi in 2011. On Tagore's 150" birth anniversary, Shurer Dhara
launched "Shrutigitabitan”, a complete musical version of “Gitabitan”, performed by almost 400
Bangladeshi singers.

6. Prof. (Dr.) Bannya also had the honour of being the solo Bangladeshi singer to perform in the song
“Vaishnav Jana to" to commemorate the 150" Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. She successfully play
backed in an award - winning film "Sob Choritra Kalponik”, directed by Late Rituparno Ghosh. By invitation
from ICCR as the leader of 20 member team from Shurer Dhara Group travelled and participated in concerts
at several places like Lucknow, Delhi, Kolkata in 2015 and was highly appreciated.

7. Prof. (Dr.) Bannya's vision to improve the lives of the children from the slum areas of Dhaka
through music education became alive as a Project called Music for Development (MFD) in 2009. After
fourteen years, MFD now has transformed the lives of hundreds of underprivileged children from
different slum areas of Dhaka through music.

8. Prof. (Dr.) Bannya is recipient of significant awards. She was awarded the highest award of
Bangladesh Sadhinota Podok (2016), Dhaka University Pirota Begum Golden Award of Bangladesh
(2017), Bangabhusan Award from Government of West Bengal (2017), Sangeet Mahasanman Award
from Government of West Bengal (2017), awarded honorary Doctor of Arts degree from the Asian
University of Women (2019) and was awarded Eminent ICCR Scholar by Government of India.
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