
PROF. DR.  ( ) REZWANA CHOUDHURY BANNYA

 Prof. (Dr.) Rezwana Choudhury Bannya is a well trained professional singer and an ascetic 
practitioner of Rabindra Sangeet. 
2. Born on 13  January 1957 in Rangpur, Bangladesh, Prof Bannya after completing her th (Dr.) 
Higher Secondary won a scholarship to go to Santiniketan to study music, an event that changed the 
entire course of her life.  In 1981, Prof. Bannya completed her master's degree in fine arts from  (Dr.) 
Santiniketan and returned to Dhaka.
3. In 1985, Prof. Bannya recorded her first audio cassette. Her first performance outside the (Dr.) 
subcontinent was in 1986 when she joined the Bangladesh troupe to take part in Tagore's 125th 
Anniversary celebrations in London. During this trip, she also performed at UNESCO and Musee Gulmet 
in Paris. Inspired and encouraged by Kanika Bandopadhyay. he opened her music school Shurer S
Dhara, a school for teaching Rabindra-Sangeet in Dhaka in 1992. Shurer Dhara has now two 
international branches in USA and India that are regularly holding online and offline classes with 
thousands of students. She is working on establishing Shurer Dhara University. Prof. (Dr.) Bannya was 
the Chairman of the Theatre and Music Department of Dhaka University and was also the founder 
Chairman of the Dance Department of the same university. 
4. Prof. Bannya was chosen to sing in  a film on the life and work of Kanika (Dr.) MOHOR,
Bandopadhyay, made by the renowned , Gautam Ghosh. Hajar Konthe Borshoboron, thousand cineaste
singers from across Bangladesh celebrating the Bengali New Year on the stage together has now become an 
annual event in Bengali cultural calendar for the past 12 years lead by Prof. Bannya and Shurer Dhara.(Dr.) 
5. Prof. Bannya started her musical career simultaneously both in Kolkata and Dhaka. She had (Dr.) 
more than 100 albums to her credit from the most reputed music houses like HMV, Prime Music, Biswas 
Records Shristi, Alap, and she bagged the honour of being the "Best selling" artiste of HMV house from 1999 
to 2005. Her musical evening show "Anek Diner Amar Je Gaan“ telecast on ETV Bangla channel got huge 
popularity during 2004 - 2005 with a record of winning the highest TRP for more than 150 episodes 
throughout a year. She was the only Bangladeshi singer, who was invited to perform the 150  Birth th

Anniversary program of Tagore, in New Delhi in 2011. On Tagore's 150   birth anniversary, Shurer Dhara th

launched "Shrutigitabitan”, a complete musical version of “Gitabitan”, performed by almost 400 
Bangladeshi singers.
6. Prof. Bannya also had the honour of being the solo Bangladeshi singer to perform in the song (Dr.) 
“Vaishnav Jana to" to commemorate the 150  Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. She successfully play th

backed in an award - winning film "Sob Choritra Kalponik”, directed by ate Rituparno Ghosh. By invitation L
from ICCR as the leader of 20 member team from Shurer Dhara Group travelled and participated n concerts i
at several laces like ucknow, Delhi, Kolkata in 2015 and was highly appreciated.p  L
7. Prof. Bannya's vision to improve the lives of the children from the slum areas of Dhaka (Dr.) 
through music education became alive as a Project called Music for Development (MFD) in 2009. After 
fourteen years, MFD now has transformed the lives of hundreds of underprivileged children from 
different slum areas of Dhaka through music. 
 8. Prof. Bannya is recipient of significant awards. She was awarded the highest award of (Dr.) 
Bangladesh  Sadhinota Podok  (2016), Dhaka University Pirota Begum Golden Award of Bangladesh 
(2017), Bangabhusan Award from Government of West Bengal (2017), Sangeet Mahasanman Award 
from Government of West Bengal (2017), warded honorary Doctor of Arts degree from the Asian a
University of Women (2019) and was awarded Eminent ICCR Scholar by Government of India.
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çks- M‚-  jtokuk pkSèkjh cU;k¼ ½ s + q

 ¼ ½ s + qçks- M‚-  jtokuk pkSèkjh cU;k ,d lqçf'kf{kr is'ksoj xk;d vkSj johUæ laxhr dh lkèkd gSaA

2- 13 tuojh 1957 dks jaxiqj] ckaXykns'k esa tUes] çks- M‚- cUu;k us mPp ekè;fed dh i<+kÃ iwjh djus ds ckn 'kkafrfudsru ¼ ½ 
esa laxhr vè;;u ds fy, Nk=o`fÙk çkIr dhA bl ?kVuk us muds thou dh iwjh fn'kk cny nhA 1981 esa] çks  M‚- cUu;k us - ¼ ½ 
'kkafrfudsru ls yfyr dyk esa ekLVj fMxzh iwjh dh vkSj <kdk ykSV vkb±A

3-  1985 esa çks- M‚- cU;k us viuk igyk v‚fM;ks dSlsV fjd‚MZ fd;kA miegk}hi ds ckgj mUgksaus igyh çLrqfr 1986 esa nh ¼ ½ 
Fkh] tc og yanu esa VSxksj dh 125oÈ o"kZxkaB lekjksg esa Hkkx ysus ds fy, ckaXykns'k eaMyh esa 'kkfey gqb±A bl ;k=k ds nkSjku] 
mUgksaus isfjl esa ;wusLdks vkSj eqlh xqyesV esa Hkh dk;ZØe çLrqr fd;kA dfudk canksikè;k; ls çsfjr vkSj çksRlkfgr gksdj] mUgksaus  
1992 esa <kdk esa johUæ&laxhr fl[kkus ds fy, viuk laxhr fo|ky; 'kwjsj èk jk [kksykA 'kwjsj èk jk dh vc la;q  jkT; vesfjdk k k Dr
vkSj Hkkjr esa nks varjjk"Vªh; 'kk[kk,¡ gSa tks gtkjksa Nk=ksa ds fy, fu;fer :i ls v‚uykbu vkSj v‚Qykbu d{kk,a vk;ksftr djrh 
gSaA og 'kwjsj èk jk foÜofo|ky; dh LFkkiuk ij dke dj jgh gSaA çks- M‚- cUu;k <kdk foÜofo|ky; ds fFk,Vj vkSj laxhr foHkkx  k ¼ ½ 
dh vè;{k FkÈ vkSj mlh foÜofo|ky; ds u`R; foHkkx dh laLFkkid vè;{k Hkh FkÈA

4- çks- M‚- cU;k dks çfl) fQYe fuekZrk xkSre ?kks"k }kjk dfudk canksikè;k; ds thou vkSj dk;Z ij cuh fQYe eksgksj esa xkus ds ¼ ½ 
fy, pquk x;k FkkA g tkj dksU  cksj'kkscksjksu] ckaXykns'k Hkj ds gtkjksa xk;dksa us ,d lkFk eap ij caxkyh uo o"kZ dk t'u euk;k] tks vc k Bks
fiNys 12 o"kks± ls çks- cU;k vkSj 'kwjsj èkjk ds usr̀Ro esa caxkyh lkaL—frd dSysaMj dk ,d okÆ"kd dk;ZØe cu x;k gSA

5-  çks- M‚- cU;k us vius laxhr dfj;j dh 'kq#vkr dksydkrk vkSj <kdk nksuksa txg ,d lkFk dhA ,p,eoh] çkbe ¼ ½ 
E;wftd] fcLokl fjd‚M~lZ l`f"V] vyki tSls vfrçfrf"Br laxhr ?kjkuksa ls muds 100 ls vfèkd ,Yce fudys vkSj mUgksaus 1999 ls 
2005 rd ,p,eoh ?kjkus ds ÞcsLV lsÇyxÞ dykdkj gksus dk lEeku gkfly fd;kA ÃVhoh ckaXyk pSuy ij çlkfjr gksus okys 'kke 
ds 'kks Þvusd fnusj v e j ts xkuÞ dks 2004 vkSj 2005 ds nkSjku Hkkjh yksdfç;rk feyh] ftlds ,d o"kZ es a 150 ls vfèkd ,filksM k k
dks lcls Åaph Vhvkjih feyhA og ,dek= ckaXykns'kh xkf;dk FkÈ] ftUgsa 2011 esa uÃ fnYyh esa VSxksj dh 150oÈ t;arh dk;ZØe esa 
çn'kZu ds fy, vkeaf=r fd;k x;k FkkA VSxksj dh 150oÈ t;arh ij 'kwjsj èk jk us yxHkx 400 ckaXykns'kh xk;dksa }kjk çLrqr k
ÞJqfrxhrkfcrkuÞ y‚Up fd;k] tks ÞxhrkfcrkuÞ dk lexz laxhr laLdj.k gSA

6-  çks- M‚- cU;k dks egkRek xkaèkh dh 150oÈ t;arh ds miy{; esa ÞoS".ko tu rksÞ xhr xkus okyh ,dek= ckaXykns'kh ¼ ½ 
xkf;dk gksus dk lEeku Hkh çkIr gqvkA mUgksaus fnoaxr fjrqi.kksZ ?kks"k }kjk funsZf'kr iqjLdkj fotsrk fQYe Þlksc pksfj= dkYiksfudÞ  
esa lQyrkiwoZd ikÜoZxk;u fd;kA vkÃlhlhvkj ds fuea=.k ij 'kwjsj èk jk lewg ds 20 lnL;h; ny ds usrk ds :i esa] mUgksaus k
2015 esa y[kuÅ] fnYyh] dksydkrk tSls dÃ LFkkuksa ij laxhr dk;ZØeksa esa Hkkx fy;k vkSj mUgsa dkQh ljkguk feyhA

7-  laxhr f'k{kk ds ekè;e ls <kdk ds >qXxh&>ksiM+h bykdksa ds cPpksa ds thou dks csgrj cukus dh çks- M‚- cU;k dh ¼ ½ 
ladYiuk 2009 esa E;wftd Q‚j MsoyiesaV ¼,e,QMh½ uked ,d ifj;kstuk ds :i esa lkdkj gqÃA pkSng o"kks± ds ckn] ,e,QMh us 
vc laxhr ds ekè;e ls <kdk ds fofHkUu >qXxh&>ksifM+;ksa ds lSdM+ksa oafpr cPpksa ds thou dks cny fn;k gSA 

8- çks- M‚- cU;k dks vusd egRoiw.kZ iqjLdkj çkIr gq, gSaA mUgsa ckaXykns'k ds loksZPp iqjLdkj lkfèkuksrk iksnksd ¼2016½] ¼ ½ 
ckaXykns'k ds <kdk foÜofo|ky; dk fijksrk csxe xksYMu vokMZ ¼2017½] if'pe caxky ljdkj dh vksj ls caxHkw"k.k iqjLdkj 
¼2017½] if'pe caxky ljdkj dh vksj ls laxhr egklEeku iqjLdkj ¼2017½] ,f'k;kÃ efgyk foÜofo|ky; dh ekun M‚DVj v‚Q 
vkV~lZ dh fMxzh ¼2019½ rFkk Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk çfrf"Br vkÃlhlhvkj Ld‚yj dk lEeku çnku fd;k x; kA
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